Front Line:

The International Foundation for the Protection of Human Rights Defenders (Ireland),

Winner of the King Baudouin International Development Prize 2006-2007,

 ‘for the effectiveness of their efforts to combat the isolation faced by human rights defenders around the world, for the support and protection that they offer them, and for their continuing advocacy in favour of an international plan of action for human rights, which is an essential condition for development.’

Front Line, a unique contribution

Front Line: the International Foundation for the Protection of Human Rights Defenders, is the only international NGO that is exclusively dedicated to the support and protection of human rights defenders. Front Line was founded in 2001, under the leadership of the former Executive Director of the Irish section of Amnesty International, encouraged by a number of key leaders in the human rights movement.

Front Line’s specific aim is to work for the protection of human rights defenders at immediate risk and to provide practical means to improve their security. Since its creation in 2001, Front Line has worked on behalf of more than 600 human rights defenders in over 100 countries.
Front Line combines “round-the-clock” practical support with international advocacy, which promotes visibility and the recognition of human rights defenders as a vulnerable group. In addition, Front Line’s action also includes networking, training regarding security and managing risks and supporting access to the mechanisms of the UN and other bodies.

Front Line works closely with UN agencies, institutions and the diverse range of civil society organisations involved in the protection of human rights. 

For Front Line, a human rights defender is “a person who works, non-violently, for any or all of the rights enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights”.  As such, it works on behalf of a very broad spectrum of human rights defenders, not only renowned human rights activists  but also the many “frontline” human rights defenders working at the grassroots level across the world.


“I can boldly proclaim that no international organization has been so practical, pragmatic, responsive and unbureaucratic to carry defenders under threat to safety as Front Line does.” 

Aloysius Toe, Secretary General of the Liberia Coalition of Human Rights Defenders.
A closer look at Front Line’s achievements
Since its creation in 2001, Front Line has supported human rights defenders in over 100 countries through a highly responsive, fast and flexible program that includes protection, networking, training and supporting access to the mechanisms of the UN and other bodies.

1. Rapid Response 
Front Line has taken up over 600 cases of human rights defenders at immediate risk.  Front Line’s support has extended to over 100 countries through direct interventions, international advocacy and grant support. In some severe cases Front Line has also facilitated the temporary relocation of human rights defenders in immediate danger.
2. Small Grants Program 
To date the organisation has disbursed over € 300,000 in grant support to more than 200 human rights defenders in need of medical, legal and security assistance.

3. Training & Security

Front Line works with human rights defenders to deliver regional & international training in personal security, risk assessment and IT security.  In 2006, the foundation conducted training in security in Guatemala, India, Zimbabwe, Yemen, Belarus, the Democratic Republic of Congo and in Jordan for human rights defenders from Syria and Iraq. Front Line also works with women human rights defenders to address the specific risks they face. 

4. Reports on Human Rights Defenders at Risk

Front Line publishes detailed reports of the situation of human rights defenders at risk. To date, it has published reports on the situation of human rights defenders in Brazil, Central Asia, Guatemala, Indonesia, the Occupied Palestinian Territory, Rwanda, Sierra Leone and the USA.

5. Dublin Platform

Every two years Front Line hosts a meeting for 100 human rights defenders. There they share experiences and learn from each other, build contacts and networks, acquire new skills and engage with additional participants drawn from NGOs and inter-governmental organizations such as the UN, the EU, the Council of Europe, the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) and the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights.
6. International Advocacy

Front Line has successfully lobbied the Irish Government to set up a pilot scheme that speedily provides temporary humanitarian visas for human rights defenders that are at immediate risk. The foundation also played a key role in the adoption of EU Guidelines for the Protection of Human Rights Defenders during the Irish Presidency in 2004. Front Line has established an EU office in Brussels to press for  more effective implementation of these Guidelines.

7. Front Line Internships & Fellowships
Front Line developed a number of internship and fellowship opportunities. Examples are the Frank Jennings Internship, which provides practical support to the office of the UN Special Representative on Human Rights Defenders, the Front Line Internship to the Special Rapporteur on Human Rights Defenders of the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights, and the Front Line Peking Intern Programme, organised in collaboration with Peking University. 

Structure & Funding

Front Line is governed by a Board of Trustees chaired by Irish entrepreneur Denis O’Brien. The composition of the Board includes a diversity of backgrounds that, in the field of international human rights NGOs and agencies, is both unusual and innovative. In addition to having several individuals with extensive skills in a variety of aspects of human rights policy and practice, the Board includes members with substantial expertise in business and finance.

Front Line is also advised by a Leadership Council, currently composed of:
· Hanan Ashrawi




Robert Badinter

· Bono





His Holiness The Dalai Lama

· Indai Lourdes Sajor



Wangari Muta Maathai

· Adolfo Perez Esquivel



Desmond Tutu

Front Line, an international charitable foundation, is independent and impartial. Its operating budget amounted to €1.50 million in 2006. The organization is supported by the Irish, Swiss and Norwegian governments, and by the Atlantic Philanthropies, the Sigrid Rausing Trust, the Oak Foundation, the Ireland Funds, Loretta Brennan Glucksman, the Denis O’Brien Foundation, HIVOS, the Open Society Institute and the Urgent Action Fund.

Contact information
Front Line - The International Foundation for the Protection of Human Rights Defenders
16 Idrone Lane, Off Bath Place, Blackrock, Co Dublin, Ireland 

Phone: +353 (0)1 212 3750, E-mail: info@frontlinedefenders.org, www.frontlinedefenders.org
Andrew Anderson, Deputy Director, +353 87 205 6867, andrewanderson@frontlinedefenders.org
Front Line EU office 
Square Marie-Louise 72, B-1000 Brussels, Belgium
Phone: +32 2 230 93 83, Email: euoffice@frontlinedefenders.org
